Making Jesus’ Sayings'

Alan Garrow, BNTC Edinburgh 2015 Didache 1.2-5a

1. The sayings triangle: 1.2 Now the way of life is this: first, you shall love the God who made you;

Did. 1.2-5a — Luke 6.27-36 — Matt 5.38-48 second, your neighbour as yourself, and everything that you would not have
done to you, do not do to another.

1.1. Luke 6.27-36 depends directly on Did. 1.2-5a

e Koester's Method 1.3a The teaching of these words is this:

* Four puzzles resolved if Didache is primary:
o The —ve Golden Rule in Did. 1.2

1.3b Bless those that curse you and

pray for your enemies,

Avoid the fleshly passions’ in Did. 1.4 e

o
o ‘Love your enemies’ not in Didache
o Sayings separate in Did. combined in Luke 1.3c For what merit is there if you love those that love you?

Do not even the Gentiles do the same?

1.2. Matt 5.38-48 depends directly on Luke 6.27-36 But love those who hate you and you will not have any enemy.

e Matthew’s use of Luke — in general®

 Matt’s use of Luke 6.27 in particular 1.4a Avoid the fleshly and bodily passions.

1.3. Matt 5.38-48 conflates Did. 1.2-5a and Luke 6.27-36 LAID f somEeie SIikes yeu en yeur gt disels
turn the other also, and you will be perfect.
¢ Matt’s conflation of Luke and Mark — Mustard Seed

¢ Matt’s conflation of Luke 6.27-36 and Did 1.2-5a

If someone forces you to go one mile, go two.
If someone takes your coat, give your shirt also.
. . . If someone takes away from you what is yours
2. The extended, and varied, careers of five Jesus sayings y y y !
do not ask for it back, since you cannot.

3. The Didache(s)’ value for the study of very early Christianity
1.5a To everyone asking of you give, and do not ask for it back,

for the Father wishes that gifts be given to all from his own bounty.

! Video, ppt and handout available at: www.alangarrow.com/BNTC2015.html
2 Robert K MacEwen, Matthean Posteriority (Bloomsbury, 2015)
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Luke 6.27-34
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Matthew 5.38-48
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